The importance of the Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine for the preservation of medical records is brought home by the latest digest of accessions to repositories relating to medicine produced by the Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts. Out of the 75 or so significant individual accessions of private papers during 1996 noted in the digest, about 75 per cent were received by the Wellcome Institute Library. But these accessions were dwarfed, in bulk if not in number, by the deposits of public records from NHS hospitals and health authorities in local authority record offices. Nevertheless, there is still concern that insufficient protection exists for NHS records, particularly patient records, the research value of which was barely envisaged when the statutory framework governing the administration of public records was drawn up in the 1950s.
Most of the NHS records received by archive repositories are of comparatively recent date, mainly post-war, but a few reach back into the last century. 
